TOWARDS  A  SOCIALIST  SOCIETY
same man who works and then rests; it is because one is work-
ing that the other is able to rest," and he goes on to expound
a theory of surplus value from which Marx and.Rodbertus
borrowed considerably.
The remedy for this inequilibrium he sees in State inter-
vention. Not indeed that he is enthusiastic about it; many of
these evils were really the result of foolish State intervention
in the past—" the law-maker's authority really has now to
deal with abuses which are the result of its previous laws."1
What the State can and should do now is to establish maxima
hours of labour and minima wages, to force employers to ensure
workers against unemployment, and to control the relation of
the total wealth to the total population so as to secure to the
labourer the wealth he has really produced. The State must
endeavour to check the growth of industrialism and, if not
nationalize land, at least regulate strictly landed property,
which is a " social gift."
Sismondi's whole outlook is utilitarian : "Do not perpetually
refer to principle, ask what is expedient "2; and his attitude
therefore contrasts sharply with the prevailing tendency to a
-priori reasoning and to abstract dogma. But if he was too much
in a half-way house to found a school of thought he exercised
a considerable indirect influence, both on Socialists of all
schools, especially the Saint-Simonists, and on all those who
wished to give a strongly ethical basis to social study.
The growth of Socialist ideas between 1820 and 1840 is
amusingly illustrated by what happened in 183 8 to the Academy
of Moral and Political Sciences prize essay competition on
the problem of destitution. The Academy refused to award the
prize because all the twenty-two competitors " had sought for
a remedy in artificial combinations, in State intervention, others
even in a complete rebuilding of the social organization."
It put up the same subject the next year, with the rider
that what was wanted was " an inquiry into the most fruitful
applications of the principle of voluntary private association
for the relief of poverty." In spite of this, it complained in its
1	Nouveaux Principes (1819), i., p. 76; ii., pp. 347, 464.
2	fitudes de Science sociak, i., p. 71.

